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While all creation declares the glory of God,
 nowhere is His majesty more brilliantly proclaimed than in the 
heavens themselves. And the same God who created these vast 
expanses of space—who knows each and every star by name—

also knows your name.

Join Kevin Hartnett, NASA’s Deputy Science Operations Manager 
for the Hubble Space Telescope, as you gaze into the nighttime sky 

and see the mighty hand of God.

Kevin Hartnett and I share a lifelong love for astronomy.  He is not only an 
accomplished amateur astronomer and astro-photographer, he is also an 
outstanding poet. Above all, he is a God-worshipper. Kevin has produced 
a beautiful and inspiring book filled with a sense of awe and wonder that 

deeply honors God. It leads the heart to praise and worship. I am happy to 
recommend The Heavens Devotional, which will be of great interest and 

spiritual encouragement to many.

Randy alcoRn 
 Bestselling author of Heaven
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Sovereignty

And we know that all things work 
together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are the called 
according to His purpose.
Romans 8:28

N
Minister of mystery,

The comet pierces history

And lifts the head of mortal mind

To contemplate the Grand Design.

Named after its codiscoverers, Alan Hale and 
Thomas Bopp, the magnificent Comet Hale-Bopp was 
easy to see with the naked eye during the months of 
March and April in 1997. Comets are bodies of dirty ice 
and rock that travel around the Sun in long elliptically 
shaped orbits. Some, like Comet Halley, return with rela-
tive frequency. But most comets (like Hale-Bopp) take 
thousands of years to complete just one trip around the 
Sun. Based on its orbit, this celestial visitor was last seen 
around the era of the Old Testament Patriarchs (circa 
2000 BC). Because of their unpredictable appearances 
and motions, comets have been viewed by many cultures 
throughout history as heralds of doom. The English word 
disaster literally means “bad star,” from the Greek aster.

Has a dirty ice ball of unpredicted and unwelcomed 
events careened into your life? Do circumstances seem 
completely haphazard or out of control? Are you fearful 
of what tomorrow might bring? If so, then be comforted 
by the knowledge that God is sovereign over all. Nothing 
is haphazard in His universe or beyond His control. Try 
to imagine the magnificent mind of God, working every 
circumstance—even the horrible death of His own Son 
on the cross—for the good of His sons and daughters. 
His timing may be beyond our comprehension, but trust 
that He has a grand design for your life.
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Needing  
     Strength?

Lift up your eyes on high, and see who has created these 
things, who brings out their host by number; He calls 
them all by name, by the greatness of His might and the 
strength of His power; not one is missing. Why do you say, 
O Jacob, and speak, O Israel: “My way is hidden from the 
Lord, and my just claim is passed over by my God”? Have 
you not known? Have you not heard? The everlasting 
God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, 
neither faints nor is weary. His understanding is 
unsearchable. He gives power to the weak, and to those 
who have no might He increases strength. Even the youths 
shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly 
fall, but those who wait on the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they 
shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.

Isaiah 40:26–31

“How can it be,” the Master said,

“I call the stars, but know not thee?

Think not, My way is hid from God,

My strength is theirs who wait for Me.”
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PPerhaps today you find yourself so exhausted and  
disillusioned that you doubt whether God even sees or hears 
you. If so, God has a word for you. He has graciously written 
it down so you won’t lose it. It’s in Isaiah 40—wait.

It doesn’t explain why everything is happening the way it is 
in your life, though you probably couldn’t grasp God’s per-
spective on it all anyway. But it does give you the path to hope, 
strength, and renewal; it is worshipful waiting. God invites 
you to count the stars in this image if you can—one small part 
of one star cluster, like hundreds of others in our galaxy alone, 
multiplied hundreds of times over in literally billions of other 
galaxies in the universe. He knows them all; He’s named them 
all; He keeps them all—and He’s not tired.

Waiting and trusting greatly honors the Lord, and He 
requires it from all His saints. It makes plain who’s really the 
everlasting God and who rightly deserves praise. Pick any 
godly figure in the Scriptures and see how his or her power was 
“made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9). There’s “a 
time for every purpose under heaven” (Ecclesiastes 3:1). Wait 
for His time, and until it comes, lift up your heart in worship 
and be renewed in Him.



The 
 Heavens 
Declare

Dazzling phosphor in the night, 

Silent orator, so bright, 

How I marvel at your story 

And the Hand behind your glory.

The heavens are telling the glory of God; and 
the firmament proclaims his handiwork. Day to 
day pours forth speech, and night to night 
declares knowledge. There is no speech, nor are 
there words; their voice is not heard; yet their 
voice goes out through all the earth, and their 
words to the end of the world. 
Psalm 19:1–4 rsv
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TThe exquisite star Sirius is the premier gem of our sparkling 
winter skies. Its name means “the Sparkling or Scorching One,” 
although it is also commonly called the Dog Star because of its loca-
tion in the constellation of Canis Major, the Big Dog. Sirius is the 
brightest star visible from Earth (except, of course, for the Sun). This 
is due in part to its “nearby” location. Sirius is a mere 8.6 light-years 
distant from the solar system. That’s the distance a light beam would 
travel in 8.6 years at the speed of 186,282 miles per second—about 50 
trillion miles! Through careful study, astronomers have concluded that 
Sirius is about twice as massive as the Sun but about twenty-five times 
more luminous. This makes it a whopping 660,000 times more mas-
sive than Earth! It has a tiny companion star, no larger than Earth, 
called the “Pup,” which is a white dwarf star. More than a hundred 
times smaller than the Sun, it has nearly the same mass, making it 
extraordinarily dense. A single teaspoon of its material would weigh 
more than fifteen hundred tons!

Psalm 19 tells us that the heavens declare the glory of God. Take any 
spot in the sky, and see that this is so. Whether we gaze upon stars, 
planets, galaxies, or nebulae, day after day and night after night they 
speak in loud, eloquent tongues of His power, knowledge, beauty, and 
glory. The Psalm says: “There is no speech, nor are there words”—what 
words could ever adequately describe His glory? “Yet their voice goes 
out through all the earth”—and results in the echoes of praise from 
men and women, great and small, old and young, from every nation, 
on every continent, in every age. Indeed, the starry heavens are declar-
ing at this very moment that our God is magnificent beyond 
comprehension. Listen to them! Hear how their endless hosts strive 
day after day and night after night to declare the least part, the smallest 
measure, of His great glory. It is never enough; it never will be; it never 
can be. He is infinite. Have you heard their voices? Have you joined 
their chorus?



Sensing  
    the Truth
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Sit perfectly still for a moment. Do you feel dizzy? Do you sense 
the wind blowing through your hair? No, probably not, but maybe you 
should. Do you realize that at this very second you’re spinning four times 
faster than a tornado and moving across the galaxy at more than two 
hundred times the speed of an M16 bullet? Remarkably, it’s true. Despite 
our inability to sense it, the expanse of space is so large and the gravita-
tional force of the Sun and galaxy’s center so strong that we move at these 
truly astronomical speeds to satisfy our “normal” orbital motions.

Here’s how the numbers work. Compared to other celestial bodies, 
Earth is tiny yet it is nearly 25,000 miles in circumference! It takes 
twenty-four hours to turn once on its axis—that means we’re moving at 
more than 1,000 miles per hour, much faster than the 250 mile-per-hour 
tornado. Likewise, Earth completes its colossal orbit around the Sun 
(584 million miles) in just 365 days, but it must move at a speed of 
around 67,000 miles per hour to do so. And even more astounding, our 
entire solar system is being flung around the center of our gigantic spiral 
galaxy at just under 500,000 miles per hour—much faster than the 
M16’s bullet.

There is a life-changing lesson to be learned here. If we cannot readily 
sense amazingly true physical realities, why do we doubt the equally true 
(and even more amazing) spiritual realities? We can’t feel God, but He 
exists. We can’t sense that He’s holding the universe together “by the word 
of His power” (Hebrews 1:3 esv), but He is. We don’t see angels or 
demons, but Jesus spoke plainly of both. We can’t even tell our own spiri-
tual state before God unless the Spirit opens the eyes of our understanding 
to see.

Today, let us humble ourselves before God and His truthful Word. It 
says He is faithful, loving, and wise, and He is—whether our feelings 
confirm it or not. It says He is our Help and our Shield, and we can 
surely trust that He will be today, tomorrow, and forever. It says He 
works all things together for the good of those who love Him—and we 
can trust Him to do just that.

If stars could speak and tell us of their view

Of grand celestial movements, tracks and speeds,

We’d be the better counseled to see through

The fog that from our feelings e’er proceeds.

Thus so, should angels tell us all they see

Of God’s transcendent means for guiding men,

Our hearts, so blind, would surely better be

Informed with truth to trust His Word again.

But Jesus answered them, “You are wrong, because you know 
neither the Scriptures nor the power of God.”

Matthew 22:29 esv

“If I have told you earthly things 
and you do not believe, how can you 
believe if I tell you heavenly things?”

John 3:12 esv�� ��
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Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised
In the city of our God,
In His holy mountain.
Beautiful in elevation,

The joy of the whole earth,
Is Mount Zion on the sides of the north,

The city of the great King.
God is in her palaces;

He is known as her refuge. . . . 
Walk about Zion,

And go all around her.
Count her towers;

Mark well her bulwarks;
Consider her palaces;

That you may tell it to the generation following.
For this is God,

Our God forever and ever;
He will be our guide

Even to death.

Psalm 48:1–3, 12–14
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This Is  

      

God

Spire after spire,

In mystery and might;

These declare God’s glory

Like cities in the night.

O Lord, receive my worship;

My joy is that You be,

As Guardian of Your splendors,

My Guide eternally.
100 101

IIn Psalm 48, we’re invited by the sons of Korah to consider the 
greatness of God by touring, so to speak, the grand city of Jerusalem. 
Consider the power and faithfulness of God that enabled its construction 
there atop Mount Zion. Think of its beauty, its majesty, its remarkable size, 
its seemingly endless towers, bulwarks, and palaces. Think of the safety 
found there, the worship in the temple, the righteous judgments of the 
King. These things so remarkably spoke of the Lord and His presence that 
the psalmists could say metaphorically: “This is God” (v. 14).

A similar experience of wonder and awe in God fills us as we gaze into the 
heavens. In this image of what has been called the “Mystic Mountain” (a 
portion of the Carina Nebula), we marvel at pillars of gas and dust light-
years tall that roil and churn under the influence of many embedded, 
gas-jetting stars. Even the radiation from these stars is so great that it pushes 
and sculpts the nebula around them. There is power here, majesty, beauty, 
mystery, and grandeur. Consider today the heavens, and worship the incom-
parably great God who made them. He is our King and Guide—both in this 
life and forever.



Love
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Love, the soul’s true satisfaction,

Love much higher than the skies;

Love came at the call of Justice;

Love was cruelly crucified.For as high as the heavens 
are above the earth,

so great is his steadfast love 
toward those who fear him.

Psalm 103:11 esv

For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have 
everlasting life.

John 3:16
1�2 1�3

RRedemption from slavery, adoption into a family, marriage—what wonder-
fully rich, yet gloriously true metaphors the Lord uses to describe His amazing love 
for us. Today—yes even today—amidst all your hurt, hardship, and fatigue, think on 
these truths. They will revive your soul to the point of overflowing praise.

Were we not all slaves—sold into the bondage of selfish living, not thinking about 
God or serving Him, but making a daily mess of our relationships, our bodies, and 
our futures? Yet the Lord Jesus intervened. He found us standing chained, ill-clothed, 
weak, and helpless upon the devil’s awful bidding block, and he bought us back. He 
rescued us from hell itself, purchasing us with the great price of His own blood—not 
because we were inherently worth the price, but because it was the only price that 
could free us.

And once bought, we’ve been brought into His home, treated like the returning 
Prodigal Son, made heirs of eternal life and every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ. We can address God now as Abba, Father, ever-approachable, ever-
loving, ever-knowing, ever-powerful.

And if this all were not enough, He now covenants with us as a Groom does with 
His beloved bride, to love her and cherish her as long as He lives. He plans a marriage 
feast. The angels are celebrating even now. There’s laughter coming, fulfillment, and 
tremendous eternal joy.

Now these things may all seem so amazing that they’re hard to believe. But why? 
Why shouldn’t God’s love be amazing beyond belief, just as He Himself is beyond 
measure and estimation in every way? His love is not like ours, just as we creatures—
though made in His image—are really not much like the great Creator at all. Our 
love is fickle and laced with selfishness. His isn’t. He is incapable of sin or faithless-
ness. His love is all that love can ever be, for He is Love.

So it’s not surprising that He uses the height of the heavens to illustrate His love. 
Trillions upon trillions upon trillions of miles high—so great is His love toward those 
who fear Him. And as cosmic as it is in measure, it is even more so in scope. God 
Himself, bound within His own righteousness to uphold Justice by judging sin, found 
a way to free us from our rightful punishment. Love Himself became incarnate and 
hung in our place on the cross. God’s sacrificial provision of Christ satisfied His own 
demand to uphold righteousness. Mercy triumphed over judgment. Praise the Lord!



Christ, 
                    the Center

NASA/JPL/University of Arizona

This amazing image of Jupiter and its moon Io was taken by 
NASA’s Cassini spacecraft as it passed by the giant planet in 

January 2001 on its way to Saturn. Io is one of the four large Galilean 
moons of Jupiter, so named because they were discovered by Galileo 
in the early seventeenth century using the newly invented technol-
ogy of his day—the telescope! Galileo’s discovery convincingly 
demonstrated that Earth was not the center of every astronomical 
body’s sphere of motion. This was an important argument in per-
suading the scientific authorities of his day to accept that the Sun, 
not Earth, was the center of the solar system. While this seems ele-
mentary to us today, this was not man’s understanding for most of 
recorded history. From their perspective, the planets seemed to zig-
zag across the night sky from month to month. Astronomers now 
know that the Sun is indeed the center of the solar system and that 
all the planets, including Earth, move in great elliptically shaped 
orbits around it.

The Scriptures make it clear that all things in heaven and on Earth 
are to be summed up in God’s glorious Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
History is moving unalterably toward this culmination. One day, we 
will see much more clearly how God’s desire to glorify His Son drives 
all of created history. He will be exalted above every name that is 
named. He will banish Satan and his legions to the lake of fire, and 
He will take His church—purchased with His own blood—as His 
bride. Does this perspective guide your thinking and living? Is Christ 
the center of your life?

Do you know the order of the planets?

Can you tell the clockwork in their circling?

Neither has man fully seen creation

Centered on the glory of the Son.

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over 
all creation. For by Him all things were created that are 
in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or principalities or 
powers. All things were created through Him and for 

Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all 
things consist. And He is the head of the body, the 

church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.

Colossians 1:15–18
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Shine by  
   His Glory

Blackened, lifeless, cold, and grim—

Such was my estate in sin.

Then the mighty Son drew me;

Hence I’ll shine by His glory.

Therefore remember that you . . . were without Christ, 
being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers 
from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without 

God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once 
were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

Ephesians 2:11–13

AAn astronomer once commented that the tail of a comet is 
“as close to nothing as you can be and still be something”! Pushed 
into space by the action of the solar wind, the tail of a comet can 
stretch thinly for millions of miles behind its icy nucleus. Comet 
nuclei are generally small—tens of miles long—and are comprised 
of a mixture of ice and soot that’s no prettier than week-old snow on 
the side of a highway. Orbiting on highly elliptical paths, they spend 
most of their lives in the dark, bitter-cold of space—millions, if not 
billions, of miles from the Sun. It is only when they are drawn into 
the inner solar system by the Sun’s gravity that they warm and out-
gas tails. Vaporized off the comet’s surface, a tail spreads its ugly 
“smoke” out so thinly that we would consider a sample of a comet’s 
tail to be a fine vacuum here on Earth. In this image of the comet 
Hale-Bopp, two tails can be seen: a blue ion tail of fluorescing car-
bon monoxide and a yellow-white dust tail. It is the brilliant 
illumination of our yellow Sun that allows this dust tail to be seen at 
all against the jet-blackness of outer space.

Spiritually speaking, our lives are like that of the comet. Hopelessly 
darkened, with hearts as hard as ice, we lived far away from God and 
His grace. But then He drew us to Himself and brought the light of 
the gospel to bear on our souls so that we were transformed. Though 
nothing in and of ourselves, we now shine beautifully with the righ-
teousness and glory that come from Christ.

Lord, how can we thank You enough for drawing us near and chang-
ing us forever by your grace? May our transformed lives daily reflect 
You—brilliantly and beautifully—for the whole universe to see. In Your 
holy name, amen.

177



God  Unsearchable
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Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 

judgments and His ways past finding out! . . . For of 
Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to 

whom be glory forever. Amen.

Romans 11:33, 36

In nothing is the mind more fully satisfied,

Nor does the eye or heart find rest,

More than in contemplating Thee.

And yet it is as if we skim the sheerest sprays

That blow across the broad expanse

Of some immense, uncharted sea.

Oh, drop the weight to fathom yet again His love,

And practice there with untold bliss

The soundings of eternity.
1�2 1�3

TThe great Carina Nebula is located within our own Milky Way 
Galaxy, about 7,500 light-years distant. It is found in the southern con-
stellation of Carina, the Ship’s Keel. Recent Hubble Space Telescope 
images of its center stagger the mind with its beauty and complexity. In 
every corner of this vast interstellar complex are objects and processes 
that are each sufficient for lifetimes of study. Young, hot, radiating stars; 
fluorescing gases; dark, gaseous, silhouetting pillars; rushing stellar out-
bursts; gravitationally collapsing clouds; and galactic tidal forces all 
intermix to form an endless scientific paradise. Not to mention the fasci-
nating, singularly massive, and volatile star Eta Carina—likely two or 
more stars itself—embedded in the middle of the nebula and ready to 
explode at any moment in a colossal supernova.

Considering this vast, glorious complex—whose intricacies are 
repeated a billion times over in other galaxies—turns our thoughts to the 
unimaginable greatness of God who made them all. Thinking of God 
and His infinite, detailed knowledge, King David exclaimed in Psalm 
139:6: “Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot 
attain it.” Psalm 145:3 says, “His greatness is unsearchable,” and Psalm 
147:5 adds, “his understanding is beyond measure” (esv). Indeed, 
through His own gracious revelation of Himself, we can understand God 
in part, but we can never fully comprehend Him, or even a single one of 
His qualities. There will always be more of His wisdom to understand, 
more of His power, more of His holiness, more of His love. We will never 
fathom Him, and we will never tire of Him. Through all eternity, we will 
look upon Him and marvel at the endlessly creative, wonderfully gra-
cious, uniquely righteous, timelessly beautiful, unsearchably glorious, 
infinitely loving Maker and Ruler of all.
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Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels 
around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and 
the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, 
and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice:
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain
To receive power and riches and wisdom,
And strength and honor and glory and blessing!”

Revelation 5:11–1220� 20�

O magnify the Lamb
Who bravely paid the price,
And walked the path alone

To brutal sacrifice.
His work commands the praise

Of all whose breath there be,
And shouts the grace of God

Into eternity.

            The  Magnificent CrossSStretching majestically across the glowing band of the summer 
Milky Way is the large, strikingly beautiful asterism known as the Northern 
Cross. It forms the central section of the constellation Cygnus the Swan. 
The body of the Cross is easily recognized, as it extends down the Milky 
Way from the bright star Deneb at its top. The arms of the cross reach out 
to either side, marked by stars slightly dimmer than Deneb. At the foot of 
the Cross is Alberio, a beautiful two-color, telescopic binary star. As the sky 
rotates from summer to winter, the angle of the Milky Way with the horizon 
gradually changes. Many have noted that at the latitude of Jerusalem (about 
thirty degrees north of the equator), the foot of the Northern Cross just 
skirts the horizon so that in late December—near Christmas—the Cross 
appears to stand nearly straight up from Jerusalem’s northwest horizon in 
the early evening.

If there was ever an event worthy of remembering and honoring some 
way in the stars, it is the crucifixion of Christ. There the transaction eter-
nally planned by God to lovingly save sinners from His own justified wrath, 
and secure the justice that His own holiness demanded, was fully accom-
plished. In the most unbelievable and unimaginable exchange, the perfectly 
righteous Son of God consented to His own bloody execution so that we 
might go free. Our sins were laid upon Him, and He was sacrificed—just as 
pictured in the Old Testament sin offering of a male lamb without blemish. 
Our penalty was paid, God’s wrath against us satisfied, our relational enmity 
with God reconciled, and our spiritual bondage and blindness because of sin 
lifted.

Whatever the problems you face today, if you have sincerely placed your 
faith in the saving work of Christ, God has already solved your most press-
ing need. No amount of penance, charitable works, or good intentions can 
ever remove the stain of sin from a soul. Only the blood of Christ can. Jesus 
poured it out graciously and freely on the Cross for those would believe. 
This is the gospel, the good news that will forever be proclaimed.
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